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By Adam W. Pike, Agricultural Statistician 

 

 

 
The custom rates shown are averages from voluntary 

reports by custom operators and farmers throughout 

Pennsylvania.  Most of the rates are stated per acre, cwt., 

ton, bale, or bushel rather than per hour to reduce the 

variation due to machinery size. The rates shown include 

the cost of hiring machine with fuel and operator and 

exclude the cost of seed, fertilizer, and other materials 

used unless otherwise specified. Individual rates vary 

due to differences in working conditions, services 

performed, or even the operator's eagerness to do custom 

work.  Therefore, the average rates shown should not be 

considered absolute indications of fair charges. 

 

Average rates are shown separately for two regions of 

the state, labeled "Mountain" and "Valley".  The 

differences in rates between regions reflect differences in 

terrain, soils and alternative opportunities for the labor 

and equipment used.  Figures labeled "State" represent 

the straight average of all reports used regardless of 

geographic location. 

 

Of the 84 rates reported with year-to-year comparisons, 

55 increased, 23 decreased, and 6 are virtually 

unchanged from last year. Overall, custom rates were up 

2.71 percent compared to the previous year.   Because of 

the potential variation in size and overall productivity of 

equipment, a range of reported rates for each job has 

been included.  The range represents the middle 80 

percent of all reported rates for each job, thus the lowest 

10 percent and the highest 10 percent of all reported 

values were not published. 
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